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A look at how birds and forests live and thrive together
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FROM A NEST WITH A VIEW 
TO A PLACE BY THE WATER
Birds, like people, have different ideas on where
to live. Some birds like a forested home, others
prefer wide, open spaces and others live by

water — oceans, lakes, streams or marshes.
Some birds actually have two homes, flying
south for the winter months only to return
in the spring. 

Birds who live in forests, 
do not always like the same
types of forests. The endan-
gered RED-COCKADED
WOODPECKER, lives in
park-like forests with larger
trees and very little under-
story. This helps protect
their eggs from predators like
flying squirrels, black snakes
and other woodpeckers.

OSPREYS and other birds of prey, often
make their nests out in the open, using
dead or live trees that rise high above the
land or water. They have also been known
to use man-made structures such as tele-
phone poles. This gives them a good view
of the small animals or fish which they
hunt. Predator and scavenger birds are
often found in areas where trees have 
been cut, especially if a few trees are still
standing on the site.

Some birds, like the AMERICAN ROBIN
(on the front cover), have adjusted well to
city life and are commonly found in parks
and neighborhoods. Many people think
birds always live in trees, but there are
many birds that thrive in treeless areas like
grassland prairies and beaches.
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MALE WOOD DUCK

Beaks vary in size and shape depending on what birds eat.
Some beaks crack nuts well; some crush seeds; some pick
insects from plants. Birds of prey have heavy, powerful
curved beaks that allow them to tear meat from bones.

Feet of birds of the forest differ according to whether they
are climbers or perchers, or need talons to catch large prey.
This makes it possible for birds to feed and live in different
levels of the forest so that they do not all compete for the
same territory.

Bird Close-ups

BIRDS OF PREY HAV E
FEET WITH SHARP
TALONS FOR CAPTUR-
ING THEIR FOOD 

CLIMBERS LIKE WOOD-
PECKERS HAVE CLAW S
FOR GRIPPING THE
SIDES OF TREES

A SPARROW’S BEAK IS 
C O M PACT AND STRONG 
FOR CRACKING SEEDS

A WOODPECKER’S BEAK IS
STRONG AND LONG FOR
CHISELING HOLES IN TREES

A WARBLER’S BEAK IS SHARP AND
POINTED FOR PICKING INSECTS
FROM PLANTS

A HAWK’S BEAK IS HEAVY AND
C U RVED FOR TEARING MEAT
FROM BONES

PERCHING BIRDS HAV E
LONG TOES FOR HOLD-
ING TIGHTLY TO SMALL
B R A N C H E S




