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Dear Editor, $?&A 

We've been reading about e 
, .  the troubles of our state tree, 

the western white pine. This 
important tree has almost 
disappeared for the following 
reasons: 1) the way forests 
were logged in the past; 2) 
people putting out forest fires; 
3) insects that attack and kill !& trees; and especially, 4) blister 
rust. But it's not too late. Even surrounded, by dead 
There are some things we can and dying trees, some white- 

[ do to help! pines were perfectly healthy. 

.-. Did you know that since the He realized that these trees 
2 1950's scientists have been were different. They were 
r growing white pines that can like "super pines" that the 

resist blister rust? A scientist blister rust couldn't kill! 
named Richard T. Bingham Mr. Bingham collected 
noticed something interesting. cones and seeds from these 
Some white pine trees were "super pines." From the 
amazing! seeds, he grew more trec 'nat 
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He realized that 
these trees were 
different. They 
were like 'super 
pinesw that the 
blister rust 
couldn't kill! 

could resist the blister rust. 
He created a special orchard 
at the University of Idaho in 
Moscow, Idaho. There, people 
raised healthy white pines to 
produce more seeds. This 
orchard has produced thou- 
sands of pounds of white pine 
seeds. Many scientists at 
universities, in government, 
and 'n private companies 

continue this work today. 
So, we have the seeds. We 

can grow thousands of new 
trees from these seeds each 
year. We know that western 
white pines need open, sunny 
places to grow. These kinds 
of openings are created by 
logging, fire, insect damage, 
and other disturbances. We 
also need to keep looking for 
healthy adult trees that can 
resist the blister rust, and 
collect their seeds. 

There is hope for the King 
Pine. Let's do everything we 
can to save it, and let it reign 
again in Idaho's forests! 
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