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Dear Editor, $?&A 

We've been reading about e 
, .  the troubles of our state tree, 

the western white pine. This 
important tree has almost 
disappeared for the following 
reasons: 1) the way forests 
were logged in the past; 2) 
people putting out forest fires; 
3) insects that attack and kill !& trees; and especially, 4) blister 
rust. But it's not too late. Even surrounded, by dead 
There are some things we can and dying trees, some white- 

[ do to help! pines were perfectly healthy. 

.-. Did you know that since the He realized that these trees 
2 1950's scientists have been were different. They were 
r growing white pines that can like "super pines" that the 

resist blister rust? A scientist blister rust couldn't kill! 
named Richard T. Bingham Mr. Bingham collected 
noticed something interesting. cones and seeds from these 
Some white pine trees were "super pines." From the 
amazing! seeds, he grew more trec 'nat 

? - '  P :-7 
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He realized that 
these trees were 
different. They 
were like 'super 
pinesw that the 
blister rust 
couldn't kill! 

could resist the blister rust. 
He created a special orchard 
at the University of Idaho in 
Moscow, Idaho. There, people 
raised healthy white pines to 
produce more seeds. This 
orchard has produced thou- 
sands of pounds of white pine 
seeds. Many scientists at 
universities, in government, 
and 'n private companies 

continue this work today. 
So, we have the seeds. We 

can grow thousands of new 
trees from these seeds each 
year. We know that western 
white pines need open, sunny 
places to grow. These kinds 
of openings are created by 
logging, fire, insect damage, 
and other disturbances. We 
also need to keep looking for 
healthy adult trees that can 
resist the blister rust, and 
collect their seeds. 

There is hope for the King 
Pine. Let's do everything we 
can to save it, and let it reign 
again in Idaho's forests! 
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Low the land is managed. 
' 

Private land is owned by 

sometimes called "tree 
' farmers." Native American C 

k Idaho's forests have an 
interesting histog of land 
use and ownership. There 
are some places on a map 
where private and public 
land ownershiP looks like 
a checkerboard. In other 
places, large areas of 
forests are managed by 
just one public agency. 

~n ~daho, Lese governmenl ogelde, 
.-I.- core of most public and trust lands. 

STAT€ FORESTS AR€ SPECIAL L 
~ h v o u g h  treatk a d  purchases, the 
MnitCd States aoquired western l a d .  

I We& though states were fowrced, the federal 
go~cnn,mu~ still ow& much ofthe l ad .  . c  

IYI. iqo, the fkdercil ~D\/CYYWUC& gave the . 
vrcw statc of tdaho t h o w a d  of acres of 
fovestla& to produce iuuwnu a d  support 
ldaho p u b h  sohook. roday, tms are stiU 
be'* hawcsted frow these s t a t c - o w 4  
"tncrt" lads that  are oared for by the ldaho 

, D e p a r t ~ v c t  of U i d .  The W W ~  s u p r t S  
I p u b h  sehook throughout the state. 

1.4 LAND OWNERSHIP IN IDAHO 

r Q . U l Z E A U  O f  L A N D  WMNAGEMEb 

r R I V A E  L A N D S  



This Land - i s  Whose, Land? 
The story o f  pub7ic and private 7and i n  Idaho 

Long ago, i n  a land we now c a l l  Idaho, there were 
m i l l i o n s  o f  t rees,  and very few people. The forested 
par ts  o f  t h i s  land were l i k e  a patchwork q u i l t .  There 
were forests  o f  many ages. New trees sprouted a f t e r  
f o res t  f i r e s  and there were various ages o f  growing 
forests .  Some o lder  fo res ts  had b i g  pines w i t h  grass 
and f lowers under them. Other o l d  fo res ts  o f  cedar and 
hemlock t rees were deep nd dark. Native people hunted, 
fished, and gathered f o  c! d from the land. 

The Oregon T r a i l  brought new people t o  Idaho. They came 
t o  farm i t s  r i c h  s o i l  and ranch i n  i t s  h igh val leys.  
Then gold was discovered. More people came t o  mine t h i s  
treasure. Through the Homestead Act, farmers, ranchers 
and miners claimed land f o r  themselves. Wood was needed 
f o r  homes, f ue l  , mine supports and r a i l  road t i e s .  Word 
spread about the great fo res ts  o f  Idaho. People came 
from other places where they were running out o f  t rees.  

I 
There were so many trees i n  Idaho! The supply o f  wood 
seemed end1 ess . 
Huge areas o f  the f o res t  were cut  down. No new t rees 
were planted. People worried t h a t  the fo res ts  might 
soon be gone. I n  1891, the United States government set  
aside some land as f o res t  reserves. These reserves 
became nat ional  fo res ts  i n  1905. National fo res ts  are 
owned by a l l  the people o f  our nat ion and cared f o r  
by the U. S. Forest Service. These pub1 i c  lands provide 
many th ings - timber, w i l d l i f e  and f i s h  hab i ta t ,  clean 
water, recreation, scenic beauty, and more. Nearly 40% 
o f  Idaho's land i s  nat ional  f o res t  land. 
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The s tate o f  Idaho has i t s  own forestlands. They 

I are cared f o r  by the Idaho Department o f  Lands. 
. Money made by s e l l i n g  timber from these forests  

supports pub1 i c schools. 

Many forests  i n  Idaho are p r i va te l y  owned. Some 
pr iva te  owners are businesses tha t  manage t h e i r  
forests much l i k e  farmers grow crops. They cut 
down the trees and s e l l  the wood or  make i t  i n t o  
products l i k e  lumber and paper. Then they p lant  
new trees f o r  the future. one example i s  Potlatch 
Corporati on, which ce1 ebrated i t s  100th anniver- 
sary i n  2003. Some pr iva te  forests  are owned by 

I i nd i v i dua l sand fami l i ps .  

Today, i n  the land we c a l l  Idaho, there are many 
fo res t  owners and many uses f o r  our forests.  
Some forests  grow trees f o r  wood and paper 
products. Some are places we go t o  enjoy nature 
and recreate. Some are set aside as Wilderness 
Areas. I n  a Wilderness Area, no one can b u i l d  
houses or  roads. You can' t  d r i ve  a car, use an 
An/ ,  or  even r i d e  a b ike i n  a Wilderness Area. 
No logging i s  allowed. These areas remind us o f  
how t h i s  place we now c a l l  Idab , .  . may have 1 ooked, 

- - . ..Ti : .. - . 
. . . long aaa 
i. - - .  
t;;.?: I 



3e 
S p d A n t q w  C w n w  

3e 
Here are a few relics of  I ' ' 3 

TWO-MA 

6asier thc 

Lct our e n g i m  work 

l€P€€ S U R N € R  

MATCI-tMAKSRS IN IDAH-0 qet  r i d  of a l l  those lumber scraps, bark, 

r h e  year i s  i3io. It's a cold, wet might, a d  you're t r immings  av.d sawdust! a e  our tepee b u r ~ r  

lost iv. the woods. YOU fid av. opev. b g  cabiv.. 
~vwide, you  see wood iw, a fireplace, a Ladem, av.d 
a cadle,  but  you ov.ly have ON match. wh ich  . . 
would you  l igh t  first? The c a d l e ?  The wood iv. 

the fireplace? The LaYLterv.? q ive up? You'd l igh t  
the MATCH first, of course! Chawes are, it would 
be a match made by the ~ i a w d  Match Compav. 
of wood from a westerv. white p i e .  ~ i a w d  

Match Compav.y O W Y L C ~  much forested 1av.d av.d 
w a b y  sawmills ifi Idaho. They made everything 
f rom coutncctiov. lumber to watches. They 
a type of match that could easily be lit by  s t  
it a g a i u t  a rough surface. Whev. other lumber 
oompav~ies were having trouble s tay ing  iv. b u s i e s ,  
the ~ ~ a w v c d  Match Compav.y was doing well ... 
because everyo&e heeded matches! 

I 

€arty sawmills had saw blades wi th a wide kerf. 
They produced lots o f s a w d ~ ~ t .  They wasted vcearly 
half of each b g .  (Moderw, saw blado : t h i w r .  
They have a smaller kerf, so they ca  alee rzcove 

lumber a d  produce less sawdust.) 

W a d  new c i m l ~ l r  b d d  saws! steam-powered w c h i m !  ~ h k  v ~ c w  

sawwi l l  k the biggest white p i ~  wilt i~. the aouM*vy. 



Cutting edge technology brinqs safety and 

I qood i'or~st: practices to cu-kling trees 

TO1 LFTPAPER AND MORE 

s a w d u s t  a d  woodchips are byproducts 
of m a k i n g  boards ou t  of logs. ~n the past, 
t h i s  "waste" was burved. Today, these 
valuable tree parts are used t o  make  
paper, particle board a d  otherproducts. 
They c a n  also be burved for evergy to  run 

a*d heat the mill, or sel l  to  the power c o m ~ a n y .  
y o u r  house m i g h t  get evergy f rom wood "waste." 

CKT-TO-LENGTH HARVESTER. 

This machive grabs the tree a t  the base a v ~ d  outs it w i tn  
a saw, shaves the brawhes offthe tncnk, a n d  cuts  it 
i n t o  logs. The harvester c a n  t ravel  off-road w i t h  Less 
damage t o  the forest floor. 

MODERN SAWMILL 

Modern wills process Logs d v c g  laser scRn,v~er~ 
a d  Comp~tCrS to  C a k ~ h t e  the k t  Ways to Saw 
in, order t o  get the most ou t  of each lug. 

1 PLANTING FOR TDMO-W 

To keep a forest goivcg, you've got to keep it 
grodvcg I ~ n c s  are a r e m a  ble resource. We 
clctn, plank more for the future. ldaho forests a n  
protected b y  a l a w  caked the forest Pvacticcs 
Act. It q u i r e s  t h a t  after trees are ou t  in, a 
Cores& MW o w  grow back o r  are plamked. That 

wi$$l;fe has a place to live, a d  there w i l l  
L w e e  trw for people to  use. The l a w  also I"?" q u i r e s  t h a t  s t r e a w  a d  r i v e s  i* the forests 

are protuted. They m u s t  be kqt 0601, clear a d  
of dirt f iom loggivcg. By usiug the Forest 

~ v a o t ' h s  ~ c t  as a guide, ldaho foresters Iwp 
our  forests healthy a d  grow%. 

This k a must-have for the modern logger. It carries mamgewt&.t. A he l i cOPter~an  be used t o  
trees felled b y  the harvester t o  the log tncclz. It avoids get to  hard-to-reach places a d  t a b  logs to  
the teed for s k i d d i n g  (draggi-1 logs o n  the ground. a L R Y L C ( ~ ~ .  
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